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Drama Reflection
       In the play, I played the character of Arthur (YOUNG MAN). Arthur is different from other characters because he is a nonconformist. He is disgusted by his mother’s affair with Eddie who he asks his identity. Arthur is different because he is dressed neatly in contrast to the other characters who are not dressed well dressed. He wants change in the family, unlike other characters who have clung to the past and are not ready for change whatsoever.
         The preparations that I made to play this role was that I had to be of strong character and brave. Since I had to make amends and changes in the play I had to be courageous and daring…daring to the extent of quarreling my mother. Arthur has to be brave in order to the anarchy, permissiveness, disorder, and liberalism found in the other characters. He is prepared for an inevitable change, he refuses to conform to the traditional way of life and vows to pursue a respectable life. Eddie’s affair with Arthur’s mother deeply annoys Arthur and this needs a great heart to turn things around. He is determined to reform the family and reinstitute order and moral standards in the Stomil family. Thus, I had to prepare myself to be courageous, determined, ruthless and brave in order to play this role of Arthur in order to reform the Stomil’s family. Since most of Grotowski’s work focused on actor training, I had to train before acting. Throughout the play, I exercised physical movement and gesture which are key components of Poor Theatre performances by Grotowski.
          The various characters I have played with have given challenged me to control my anger and emotions. The behavior of Eleanor dating Eddie is disgusting and I had to control my emotions to perform the role of Arthur. 

Blocking stage
       The play is set in the living room of the Stomil family (Arthur’s father). This is a good choice of the stage because much of the play takes place in this room. The room is however messy and in great disarray. There are piles of drapery everywhere which form a bed where Ala sleeps and littered with remnants of the past, such as faded dusty wedding dress, haphazardly arranged furniture, a derby hat, a baby carriage and objects dating back to different eras. There is even a coffin in an alcove. The place is generally disorganized, anyone can do whatever they want. The purpose of this staging block is to show the extent of anarchy and permissiveness of the characters. 
          The presence of a catafalque perhaps indicates how this family is attached to the traditional, clinging to the past and not progressing forward. An aspect of Grotowski’s “Poor Theater” is not demonstrated here because the stage is not bear with few props and no set. The objects in the stage are symbolic and tell us more about the characters. The remnants in the past in the stage show that these people are primitive and revere the past and are not ready for reforms or change. 
         The stage is designed in that the up-stage that the Grandma sits near the table so that when Arthur confronts her, she evades him. The walls on the right and left stage are not visible which gives the impression that the room extends beyond the upstage. The doors in the upstage are similar, they are double doors, painted black, and ornamented in a style befitting old middle-class houses. This can be interpreted as a reflection of the characters in the play who are dirty, messy and old-fashioned. The downstage near the audience is centered for much of the play which is in line with Jerzy Grotowski sentiments that actors typically perform with spectators on many sides.
